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SUB J : BELIZE: SHOMAN INTERVIEW IN MEXICO AND GUATEMALAN REACTION 

1 . SUMMARY: BELIZE MINISTER OF STATE ASSAD SHOMAN REPORTEDLY 
TOLD MEXICAN DAILY EXCELSIOR THAT BELIZE WOULD ACCEPT HELP FROM 
ANYONE INCLUDING CUBA TO DEFEND ITS SOVEREIGNTY AGAINST 
GUATEMALA. INTERVIEW HAS THUS FAR RECEIVED ONLY LIMITED 
ATTENTION IN GUATEMALA. FONMIN MOLINA CALLED SHOMAN "IMMATURE 
AND IMPERTINENT". 

2. BELIZEAN MINISTER ASSAD SHOMAN, DURING A STOPOVER IN MEXICO 
CITY EN ROUTE HOME FROM TALKS WITH GUATEMALA IN NEW ORLEANS 
APRIL 26 AND 27, WAS INTERVIEWED BY MEXICAN DAILY EXCELSIOR. 
INTERVIEW REPORTED IN ONLY THREE NEWSPAPERS HERE, IMPARTIAL 
FRONTPAGEING UPI STORY MAY 7 AND ONLY SMALL MORNING IMPACTO 
MAY 8 CARRYING FULL TEXT OF INTERVIEW, UNDER MISLEADING 
FRONT-PAGE HEADLINE "BELIZE PREPARES ITS ARMY FOR WAR". 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 03529 120656Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


3. ACCORDING TO EXCELSIOR, SHOMAN SAID THAT IF GUATEMALA 
CONTINUES TO INSIST ON NOT RECOGNIZING THE RIGHT OF 
BELIZEANS TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE, COLONY 
WILL SEEK MILITARY SUPPORT FROM GREAT BRITAIN, 

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY, OR ANY COUNTRY THAT OFFERS IT. 
MILITARY SUPPORT INCLUDES ACCEPTANCE OF MERCENARY FORCES 
FROM WHEREVER THEY MIGHT COME. 

4. ASKED IF REFERENCE TO MERCENARIES INCLUDED POSSIBILITY 
OF HAVING RECOURSE TO CUBA, SHOMAN SAID, "WE HAVE NO 
AGREEMENT WITH CUBA IN THAT SENSE. BUT IN ORDER TO 
SURVIVE WE WILL ACCEPT HELP FROM WHEREVER IT COMES." 
SHOMAN ADDED THAT GOG HAS USED "AS A PROPAGANDA TOOL" 
STORY THAT ONCE BELIZE BECOMES INDEPENDENT IT WILL BE 
TURNED OVER TO THE CUBANS. HE LABELLED THIS "A SIMPLE 
DEVICE TO PRESSURE AND OBTAIN SUPPORT FORM THE UNITED 
STATES. IT IS AN ARGUMENT GUATEMALS USES WITH GREAT 
FREQUENCY, ALSO TO DISTRACT THE ATTENTION OF ITS PEOPLE 
FROM THEIR INTERNAL PROBLEMS." 

5. SHOMAN SAID, "THE DAY THE ENGLISH! ,F. A VF, BELIZE WILL 
NEED A GUARANTEE THAT GUATEMALA WILL NOT DARE TO INVADE 
ITS TERRITORY. AND 600 POLICE THAT COLONY CAN NOW 

COUNT ON, COMMANDED BY BRITISH BUT PAID FOR BY BELIZEANS, 
CANNOT GIVE THIS GUARANTEE." 

6. SHOMAN SAID THAT BELIZE HAS A SIGNED AGREEMENT WITH 
THE COUNTRIES OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY, BY WHICH 
AGRESSION AGAINST ANSUMEMBER WILL BE CONSIDERED AS 
AGGRESSION AGAINST ALL. "THE FACT THAT WE CAN COUNT 
ON MILITARY SUPPORT OF OTHER NATIONS AND THAT AT 
PRESENT TIME WE ARE GAISING OUR OWN DEFENSE FORCE. DOES 

NOT BY ANY MEANS INDICATE THAT WE MAINTAIN A 
BELLIGERENT STAND TOWARD PEOPLE OF GUATEMALA. WE WANT 
PEACE, AND WE HOPE FOR FRIENDSHIP WITH ALL GUATEMALANS, 
BUT FIRST COMES OUR SURVIVAL." 

7. MORNING NACION MAY 8 CARRIED FONMIN MOLINA'S 
REACTION. HE IS QUOTED AS SYAING, "IF, AS THE WIRE 
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SERVICE STORY FROM MEXICO SAYS, THESE STATEMENTS WERE 
MADE BY MR. SHOMAN, THIS INDICATES A TOTAL LACK OF 
MATURITY THAT CAN BE CHARACTERIZED AS IMPERTINENCE." 

BEST DEMONSTRATION THAT ALL NEED FOR OUTSIDE MILITARY 
SUPPORT FOR BELIZE HAS DISAPPEARED IS RECENT WITHDRAWAL OF 
THE BRITISH AIRBORNE TROOPS". 

8. COMMENT: IF SHOMAN IS CONCERNED AS HE SAYS THAT 
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GUATEMALA HAS USED THE SPECTER OF A HYPOTHETICAL 
BELIZEAN-CUBAN LINK AS A PROPAGANDA DEVICE, THEN HE 
HAS CERTAINLY GIVEN THE PROPAGANDISTS MORE AMMUNITION. 

HE HAS ALSO GIVEN THOSE IN GUATEMALA WHO GENUINELY ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT THEY BELIEVE TO BE SHOMAN'S 
LEANINGS AND THE POSSIBILITY OF CLOSER THIES BETWEEN 
BELIZE AND CUBA SOMETHING MORE TO WORRY ABOUT. 

ANDREWS 
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